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January 8, 2012 
William A. Cooper 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
TCF Financial Corporation 
200 Lake Street East 
Wayzata, MN 55391-1693 

Dear Mr. Cooper, 

I am writing on behalf of the National Iranian American Council, the largest grassroots 
organization representing Americans of Iranian descent, regarding TCF Bank's 
intention to close bank accounts for Iranian students studying in the United States. We 
have serious concerns that such action constitutes discrimination on the basis of 
national origin. We strongly urge for TCF Bank to reverse this action and to ensure its 
policies do not discriminate against Iranians in the U.S. 

We have received several reports that TCF Bank notified at least twenty-one Iranian 
students at the University of Minnesota on December 26, 2012, that their university- 
linked bank accounts will be unilaterally closed on January 29, 2013. The notifications 
contained no explanation for the planned closure, nor did they provide any mechanism 
for appeal. 

All of the students who received these notices from TCF Bank are Iranian. The affected 
students were not previously contacted by TCF Bank regarding problematic 
transactions. Furthermore, the affected students maintain they were not engaging in any 
questionable transactions and some of them were not even engaging in international 
transactions. In at least one case, an affected student's account had been inactive for 
over a year. We have also received reports that Iranian students in other cities have 
received similar notices from TCF Bank. 

Based on this information, the only apparent pattern for TCF Bank's decision to close 
these accounts is that the account holders are Iranian. If this is indeed the case, it would 
constitute discrimination on the basis of national origin. While there are significant 
financial sanctions against Iran, there is no applicable statute to justify closing the bank 
accounts of Iranian students based on nationality. There are, however, anti- 
discrimination laws and constitutional protections in place to prevent discrimination on 
the basis of national origin against persons under U.S. jurisdiction. 

We respectfully request an explanation for TCF Bank's actions and strongly urge that 
immediate steps be taken to reverse the intended closures of these accounts and to 
ensure there is no policy in place to discriminate against Iranians. 
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We look forward to your response. 



Sincerely, 
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Jamal Abdi, Policy Director 
National Iranian American Council 



1411 K Street NW 
Suite 250 

Washington, DC 20005 



Tel: 202 386 6325 
info@niacouncil.org 
www.niacouncil.org 



